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Our Mission

The Merriman Financial Education Foundation believes 
“knowledge is power” and is dedicated to providing 
comprehensive financial education to investors at all 
stages of life, with information and tools to make 
informed decisions in their own best interest and 
successfully implement their retirement savings 
program. 



The Do It Yourself Investor

• May want a little or a lot of information

• Working both sides of desk

• Has one very important client

• Must deal with psychological hurdles on your own



Who can we trust?

• The Government

• Wall Street

• Salespeople

• The Press

• The other political party

• The math and history



Follow the Math



Table 1
Impact of an additional 0.5% in annual return



Table 2
Impact of an additional 1% in annual return



Table 3
Impact of increasing contributions 3% per year





Follow the History



Stocks vs. Bonds







Selecting the Best 
Equity Asset Classes (1928-

2021)











Automate



Published December 2020, this concise book is intended for 
young and first-time investors to learn why and how to make a 
handful of smart choices that can turn modest regular savings 
into a secure future.

You’ll discover “12 Small Steps with Big Payoffs,” each of which 
can add $1 million or more to your retirement nest egg if you 
start in your 20s or 30s.

Click for a free copy of a pdf and audio book of We’re Talking 
Millions!

https://paulmerriman.com/signup
https://paulmerriman.com/signup


2-Funds for Life: a quest for simple and effective investing strategies

Simplify investing & simplify life.
If you want to know WHY 2-Funds-for-Life strategies increase likely 
lifetime returns by 25% to more than 130%, and what you need to do to 
reap those benefits? Then this deep-dive owner’s manual is for you!

We’re all wired to invest for the future, but when it comes to personal 
finance few of us know how. How much should I save? How much risk can 
I take? How does risk tolerance change with age? How can I get the most 
while risking the least? How complex does it have to be? Could I really do 
everything I need with just two funds?

2-Funds for Life is a quest to answer these questions and show definitively 
that simple approaches can match, beat, or even trounce more complex 
ones.

Click for a free copy of 2 funds for Life

about:blank
https://paulmerriman.com/signup


Thank you.

If you have any questions,
please email Paul@paulmerriman.com

Sign-up for free twice-a-month newsletter 
and join Paul on Facebook, LinkedIn and Twitter.

Paulmerriman.com has over 700 articles, podcasts and videos, 
plus recommended mutual fund and

ETF portfolios at Vanguard, Fidelity, Schwab
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Thank you verymuch for joining us at

Please visit Retiremeet.com formore information!



Apella Capital, LLC DBA Apella Wealth is an investment advisory firm registered with the Securities and Exchange Commission. The firm

only transacts business in states where it is properly registered, or excluded or exempted from registration requirements. Past 

performance is not indicative of future results. Any data or statistics quoted are from sources believed to be reliable but cannot be 

guaranteed or warranted. No current or prospective client should assume that future performance of any specific investment,

investment strategy, product, or non-investment related content made reference to directly or indirectly in this material will be profitable 

or prove successful. As with any investment strategy there is a potential of profitability as well as loss. Please note that you should not 

assume that any discussion or information contained in this presentation serves as the receipt of, or as a substitute for, personalized 

investment advice from Apella or your advisor. This information is provided for educational purposes only. Apella Capital is merely

relaying this information and has no control if some of the timelines are amended. Please be advised that Apella does not provide tax or 

legal advice and nothing stated or implied here in this material should be inferred as providing such advice.
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